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AMENDMENTS TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

CATHERINE CUSHMAN
CHERYL DIANE FEUERMAN

?OE; S:::ljog e 1 am submiiting this testimony on behalf of Connecticut Legal Services Inc. ((_)LS_), a
REBEGCA 1.OOS private nonprofit law firm providing free legal services to low-income clients in civil
g;;‘a‘;‘;‘_ '\T”g“l‘:};'fl‘és 4, Matters since 1977. Over the last 30 years, CLS has represented hundreds of

ROYAL STARK "™ thousands of low-income families in cases involving children’s legal issues. These
WENDY W WANCHAK  jssue range from an individual child’s medical, educational, and juvenile justice
HOMAS W, Crarry. Jm 155UES, tO systemic advocacy Wlth the Departments of Children _am_d Famnhps, Social
Lauree 0. Freemane  Services, Developmental Services, and Mental Health and Addiction Services.
Paratecars Despite CLS’ long history of children’s advocacy, we often refer callers to OCA--
LuzOsuBn either because the callers are from social service agencies with concerns about a child,
LEGAL ASSISTANTS from families who no longer have custody of their children but who raise legitimate

concems about the welfare of their child, or worse, from families asking for an
AosinistraTvE OFFice investigation regarding the death of their child who was in state care. This is the

B2 WASHINGION STRERT  eritical role filled by the Office of the Child Advocate--an independent agency which

(860) 3440447 has represented children directly, has been a tireless voice of children’s advocacy on
AARON BIAYER legislative issues, and had conducted thorough child fatality reviews with detailed
BoArD Cralr recommendations to address systemic failures. :
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During the past 8 and a half years in particular, under the leadership of Child
Advocate Jeanne Milstein, the OCA has addressed the most significant issues facing
211 Srare Srmeer Connecticut children today-ranging from fatality reviews apd general investigat.ions to
Bribekronr. o1 0sso4  the special health care needs of children, the educational failures suffered by children,
16 MAIN STREET child safety issues, and the problems children experience while receiving state

New Britan, CTos051  services. In addition to reviewing the problems, the OCA takes seriously its charge to
recommend viable solutions for those problems and has created specific plans to

Law OFFICES

153 WILUAMS STREET

New LONDON, CT 06320 address its findings.

20 SUMMER STREET

STAMFORD. CT 06901 CLS has had the privilege of working with the OCA while representing children both

o CENTRAL AVENUE directly and in systemic litigation. We have found that the OCA at all times places the

ATERBURY, CT 08702 . . N . e . ;

interests of Connecticut’s children above any political agenda. In doing the job the

Br2Mam STREET 0 OCA was created to do, the agency has not bowed io political expediency but rather
examined each issue before it with objectivity — the exact purpose meant in the

SATELLITE OFFICES creation of the Office of the Child Advocate.

5 COLONY STREET ) . ) ) ) . .

MERIDEN, CT 06451 During this legislative session, the legislature will be asked to make difficult choices

62 Wasnncronstreer it the allocation of extremely scarce state funding. The interests of the state will best

MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457 e served by the continuation of an independent Office of the Child Advocate. This
98 SoutH Man STrReeT  agency is doing its job and doing it well- and in the long run, this is the best way to
SouTH NORWALK, CT 06854 = 1 :

protect the scarce resources remaining in Connecticut--both fiscal and human.
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